[Open neural tube defects in prenatal diagnosis].
The problem of open neural tube defects (ontd) is discussed in the light of results of prenatal tests performed in the district of Warsaw. These results seem to bear some epidemiological significance allowing estimation of approximate frequency of ontd as well as recurrence risk for the purpose of genetic counselling. Prenatal diagnosis of ontd is very important for individual families--particularly those with increased risk. However, in view of very small number of prenatal tests and the fact that maternal serum screening and ultrasonografic screening are practically not available the demographic impact of prenatal diagnosis in Poland on the frequency of ontd (and other genetic diseases) in Poland must be negligible.